
St. Mary Pastoral Council Minutes 

April 26, 2022 

4:00 pm 

The meeting was called to order by Sally Cole (Chair) at 4:00. 

 

In attendance:  

Council Members: Fr. Miniatt, Sally Cole, Kathy Cook, Frank Marrese, Nellie Mullins, 

Renee Toth, Gerianne Weyer 

Trustee: Anna Reinders 

Missing Trustee: Pat Heesen 

 

Father Miniatt led everyone in an opening prayer. 

Ruth Hall has resigned from her position on the parish council.  Renee Toth has graciously accepted to serve on the 

parish council and we all welcomed her. 

The December parish council meeting minutes were looked at and approved with no corrections. A motion was 

made by Nellie to approve the minutes and seconded by Anna. 

OLD BUSINESS 

A) Cemetery sign progress:  We discussed location, pricing, and if we should proceed with this project.  There 

have been some funds directed towards this sign.  However, we will be putting this project on hold and 

revisiting this fall.  Hopefully, more funds will be donated.  Kathy will call Bob Hall to discuss and possibly 

contacting Birschbach Manufacturing with our intentions.   

B) Update on LOA campaign: St. Mary’s donations are approximately $85,000, about 33% of our goal.  SOZ 

has donated $168,200, 118% of goal.  Since we didn’t have any parishioners on this committee, SOZ steered 

towards their parishioners and calling them first.  They will be making visits and calling our parishioners 

within the month and Father is very positive that we should meet our goal. 

C) Loaves and Fishes report was given by Kathy: Everything went really well. There were many volunteers 

(more than needed) and plenty of food donated and distributed.  Leftover food was dropped off at the Men’s 

and Woman’s shelters in Fond du Lac.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A) The 2022-2023 financial year totals were looked at.  Nellie motioned to approve the budget and seconded 

by Frank.  

B) It was discussed to have another mid-August parish picnic.  We have decided to have another one this 

summer and have picked Sunday, August 14th, 2022 for the parish picnic.  Also, Father mentioned that there 

will be a barn dance on July 16th after the 4:00 mass.  Details should be in the bulletin. 

 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

A) There was a wonderful celebration of Easter Vigil with Kyle, 

B) Leadership roles at the deanery (Rep to ACP) and archdiocesan level (ASC, ACP) continue to go smoothly.  

Easter birthday was awesome. 

C) Did the usual help with area/deanery parish reconciliation opportunities during Lent. 



D) Religious ed year is wrapping up with Mass tomorrow evening. 

E) Trustee nomination and election process is underway.  Looks like there will be a least 3 nominees.  Though 

their names are all announced together at the end of the nomination period (May 7th in our case) to the 

whole community, I’ll share now with all of you as parish leaders that my nominees are Chuck Dineen and 

Marv Raflik.  Both are even-keeled, long-time members of the Lomira community, who love the Church 

and want to see her grow healthy and strong.  If anyone is curious about their liturgical preferences, both 

most often attend English Masses (Marv attends the TLM more than Chuck, who I don’t believe has ever 

come to one on Sunday).  Another nominee gaining steam is Mark Zehren, and Archie Serwe & Mary 

Schaefer have also been mentioned.  Anna Reinders, Ralph Holzmann, Zachary Doll, and I are on the 

committee handling the election when it comes to ballots and so forth.  Please keep the whole process in 

your prayers!   

F) The meeting I mentioned last time with Archbishop Listecki, Canon Jayr, and archdiocesan pastors who 

have received the archbishop’s mandate to continue offering the Traditional Latin Mass in their parishes 

did take place.  The tenor of the meeting was completely positive as to the celebration of the TLM in the 

archdiocese and the archbishop is firmly committed to keeping the same 5 (out of 188!) parish locations for 

the TLM in place.  He is petitioning the CDW, soon to be DDW, for their blessing to continue using the 

parish churches, and no response from the congregation has been communicated with me as of yet.  Things 

take time….. Incidentally, I learned that even though St. Martin in Ashford is locally called a “chapel,” it 

is actually still a parish church.  Even so, it was quite encouraging that the archbishop’s goal is to have 

integrated parish communities, not the establishment of divisive ghettoes.  Along these lines, I encourage 

dialogue and listening to one another’s stories with open hearts.  Mutual understanding can be reached 

without changing one’s won legitimate liturgical preferences and practices.  Unfortunately, I have caught 

wind of some judging that seems to be based on appearances (i.e. “all these ladies wear chapel veils so they 

must be looking down on us who don’t”).  If we do ever run across someone looking down their nose at 

another, that should be gently and charitably challenged, of course.  But I gently challenge all of us to talk 

to people rather than make assumptions or judge by appearances.  In any case, everything proceeds in the 

archdiocese regarding the celebration of the TLM in accordance with what Pope Francis has asked.  Note 

that the CDW clarified that the use of the parish churches is still provided for when no other suitable chapel 

is available.  It is important to continue communicating to anyone who might be wondering that we are 

following in Lomira what the pope has laid out as the archbishop has implemented it within his scope of 

jurisdiction in his own archdiocese.  Pope Francis is taking a much more restrictive approach than Pope’s 

St. JPII and Benedict XVI did, but he is still providing the opportunity for the bishops to allow for the 

celebration of the TLM in their (arch)dioceses.  Canon Jayr, the archdiocesan TLM delegate, can answer 

questions, too.  He is the rector of St. Stanislaus church in Milwaukee and can be reached there. 

G) Did anyone go to the archdiocesan parish mission in March?  I couldn’t make it. 

       

REPORTS 

A) Gerianne reported for the Finance Council.  She mentioned that Dennis Faber does an outstanding job 

and over two meetings, they were able to come up with a budget. 

B) We discussed the Easter breakfast.  There was a good turnout but the numbers were down from 2019.  

There was plenty of food, very well organized, and it was nice to be able to socialize once again. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 8th.  Motion was made by Kathy to adjourn the meeting and 

seconded by Father.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:53 pm.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Cook 


