
   St. Mary Pastoral Council Minutes 

November 9, 2022 

4:00 pm 

The meeting was called to order by Father Miniatt at 4:00 pm. 

 

In attendance:  

Council Members: Fr. Miniatt, Kathy Cook, Chuck Dineen, Frank Marrese, Gerianne Weyer, and Mark 

Zehren 

Guests: Kathy Sterr and Sandy Vercauteren 

 

Father Miniatt led everyone in an opening prayer. 

The June parish council meeting minutes were looked at and approved with no corrections.  A motion was 

made by Kathy to approve the minutes and seconded by Chuck. 

OLD BUSINESS 

A) Proxy came in for the church boiler and it was installed. Building & Grounds committee scraped 

the old boiler and received $400 for it.   

B) Reminder that there will be a mini-social after Mass on November 12th when we will draw the 

tickets for the sweepstakes prizes.  Kathy will bring a cheese & sausage tray, Chuck will bring a 

snack & water, and Mark will bring beer.   

NEW BUSINESS 

A) Father invited Kathy Sterr and Sandy Vercauteren to our meeting to share their experience from 

attending the Eucharistic Revival preparation day event hosted by the Archdiocese. Following a 

poll, 2/3 of parishioners didn’t believe the real presence of Jesus during mass in the Eucharist. We 

discussed ways to share this importance with our parish. Some ideas discussed were:  

a.  Have Father discuss more throughout the masses. 

b.  To bring in speakers on this subject with the money brought in from our Love One Another 

campaign.  

c.  Having classes for adults, or a Holy Hour for Beginners.   

d. Including more prayer through saying the rosary prior to mass and/or prayer set aside for a 

Eucharistic adoration. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

A) September through first weekend of November (10 weekends) Mass attendance averages 

a. 4pm 74, 8am ?, 9:45am ?, 11:30am 86 

B) Feedback in the pastor appointment process has been submitted, but there is no word yet. 

C) I’m the 5th grade catechist this year. Shawn Neely is my aide and we are making a good team. I 

wish we had more kids to teach… usually there are two! Overall, though, we have a number of 

new kids in religious ed. The guided reading class on Vat II has not been able to meet too many 

times, but is going well. 



D) I am starting to work with a number of candidates for adult baptism and confirmation. We might 

have as many as three adult baptisms coming up, and possibly three adult confirmations as well. 

Truly incredible! There are also a number of new parishioners. 

E) The seminary dinner delivered once again as an inspiring evening.  About 2,300 (or was it 2,400?) 

people were in attendance at the WI Center.  

F) Trip to Italy was awesome! 

G) The 40 Hours devotion was lovely and prayerful once again! I was grateful to have the help of a 

number of seminarians this year. My thanks also go to all of you who participated in any way. We 

did a better job this year of getting the word out, and the attendance at the Masses was up 

significantly over last year… over 160 for the concluding Mass! 

H) I continue pastoral care to the homebound. John Gindt is now among them. At least he is home! 

I) Marisa is dealing with some health issues and appreciates your prayers. 

REPORTS 

a) Finance Council (Gerriane): Discussions about maintenance for the grass and snow removal, and 

organist.  Mark mentioned that Oscar Rivera was hired as an independent contractor, through Bill’s 

recommendation.   

b) Worship Committee (Father & Kathy): We discussed what was decided at our worship committee 

meeting in regards to the mass schedules for the next few months.  Also discussed was the ordering 

of the poinsettias, and decorating the church at 1:00 after the last mass following the 4th Sunday of 

Advent.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 25th at 4:00 pm.  Father gave a closing prayer. 

Motion was made by Kathy to adjourn and seconded by Mark.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Cook 


