
Sons of Zebedee       
Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date: November 13, 2019
Meeting Time: 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

Next Meeting: December 11, 2019
Meeting Time: 6:30 PM, St. John’s Hall

Attendees:

Father Miniatt Dawn Macias Charlene Pettit Cheri Neitzel Steve Wessing
Thom Cox

Not Present: Rudy Jaeger, Bill Bendt

Guest: Dennis Faber

Opening Prayer – Father Miniatt led the council with readings from the iBreviary   

Minutes Approval-Dawn motioned to approve minutes; Cheri seconded.  Minutes were approved.

Financial Summary 

Description July 2019 –
September,

2019
Total Income 27,114.12
Total Expenses 28,218.71
Net Ordinary Income (1,104.59)
Other Income / Expense 1697.75
Net Income 593.16

Financial Highlights
 $3,300 was still owed from St. Mary’s
 Cheri had a question about a line item for Human Concerns.  The budget will be checked.
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Description September,
2019

October, 2019

Checking 15,412.16
Raffle Savings             16,188.2

6
Passbook Account 11,266.73
Money Market 53,658.62
Faith in Our Future 10,129.40
Scholarship Fund 1,822.84
Total Expenses 11,750.00
Net Ordinary Income (5,064.43)
Other Income (1,686.00)
Net Income (6,770.43)



Sons of Zebedee       
Meeting Minutes 

 Someone needs to check with Bristol Morgan to see how much can be taken out of the
account without penalty.  Steve stated that we if we take money out, it will soon be gone and
is not wise.  The budget is something we need the monitor closely because of the deficit.

Parish Council
 Final officer positions are:  
 Trustees--Rudy Jaeger and Thom Cox 
 President—Steve Wessing
 Vice-President—Cheri Neitzel
 Secretary-Bill Bendt

New Business
 Hall Cleaning
 Lawn Care Checks

We present God’s Offering

Pastoral Report

Pastor’s Report
November 13, 2019

Highlights of the last month and a half:

Retreat in the beginning of October.

40 Hours was a huge undertaking in terms of preparation.  Much of October after retreat was taken 
up with that.  Before giving many of my own thoughts I would like to hear your feedback when we 
get to that agenda item below. One question I have is the impact of the catechetical pieces I put in 
the bulletin (regarding the EF Mass particularly, but really any of them over my time here).  The 
feedback has been positive, but little and usually generic.

It’s difficult to know what topics to tackle and how challenging to be in preaching.  Building trust is 
important.  I’m planning to preach about confession this weekend.  We need to (re)build a culture of 
frequenting the sacrament in general in the Catholic world, and our parishes are sadly perhaps even a
little behind the average in this regard.  In any case, is it clear that I love our people when preaching,
especially with more challenging topics?  Is there anything I can consider to make that even clearer?

The Holy Day attendance was not very good.  Did people go elsewhere (due to poor choice of 
locations and/or times)?  Did they blow it off?  This is an area that needs ongoing attention.  I 
mentioned the survey about Holy Day Mass times and locations in my bulletin article so that is one 
step we can take there.

The bible study groups have more or less settled in, I believe. Not quite as many people as signed up
are regulars, but most are.  I believe the study is bearing fruit and I see people opening up.
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I’ve visited more homebound and that part of the ministry continues to take shape. Gratitude! 
However, there still has been a relative lack of invitation to be part of “regular” people’s lives in 
their own homes. Hint, hint. Most of my home-contact with people so far has been with non-
parishioners.

It has been good to be involved in religious ed. It is clear to me that we have good and devoted 
volunteers teaching, but that there is also room to improve pedagogically.  I’ve done both 
observation of our regular teachers and some teaching/classroom input myself.  So far, my most 
comprehensive teaching was subbing for Vicki Thorn.    Some of our teachers are definitely 
regular attendees at our parishes, but others are not as far as I can tell.  That is a little odd to me.  
Most of my attention and involvement has been with our confirmation candidates.  I think we have 
excellent teachers in that class, and I think the Matthew Kelly program we are using is good.  I am 
troubled by the confirmands to some degree, however.  I’m not sure if they are all that engaged or 
what impact the program is having on them.  Perhaps it is too soon to tell?  And while I certainly do 
not observe every individual at Mass, I can honestly say that I don’t remember ever seeing any of 
them (well I take that back, there might have been one once that I can remember, and there is 
another I have seen and I believe does attend regularly (just elsewhere)) at our parish Sunday 
Masses.  I may have missed them.  Anyway, I plan to strategize with the teachers about what to do.  I
think we definitely need more prayer for the students.

I’m 5 days away from the five-month mark of being here, and one thing I have observed is that I 
believe we are a parish in transition, in more ways than simply having a new pastor.  Some key 
people have passed on (even in my time, like John Pelletier), others no longer come due to old age 
or other factors (Francis Ferguson, Ed Kelroy), and others are simply done with volunteering in the 
way they have been (again, for reasons that are respectable!). Alice Newton is an example and the 
issue of cleaning this hall we will discuss in due course.  On the other hand, it is clear that some 
people have apparently returned to coming here (I believe overall Mass attendance, particularly in 
Oakfield, is a little bit up), and others have taken an interest in our parish and are considering it.  I 
have been seeing a couple from Eden the last couple of weekends, for example, a large family is 
planning to start coming here part-time and going to Holy Family part-time, etc.  We have definitely 
been put on the map of some folks who before had never really heard of us or considered us.  Word 
is going around that “there is a reverent priest now at SOZ!”  Very well, but that isn’t enough.  We 
ALL have to be reverent and faithful, holy and friendly.  The friendliness piece is already strong 
here, particularly at the St. John site.  In the other three areas, it is a fact of Christian life that we can 
always grow more, so I’m by no means suggesting we are irreverent or unfaithful per se.   But we 
do need to grow without stopping!  We have renewed interest in our parish and renewed hope that 
positive changes are now possible.  I for one am filled with hope.  I’m completely invested here and 
want to stay a long time.  I also recognize that my length of stay is not all that much up to me, but 
that is not stopping me from charging forward and investing with the long game in mind.  I am not 
discouraged by the relatively poor Mass attendance.  And when it comes to stepping forward to 
serve, there has at least been a very small movement in the right direction (covering the adoration ½ 
hours for 40 hours, and Michele playing for Mass at St. Mary).  I’m confident that the more truly 
God-centered we become in our liturgical worship, the more we will explode with growth and 
become a beacon of light, faith, and hope to our whole community.  This should be a parish that is 
known for the fact that “they really love God there.  They approach God with awe, reverence and 
respect. They understand the sacredness of God and His house, the church.” Trust me when I say 
that people are deeply attracted to the transcendent and other-worldly. Look how much people try to 
escape the real world and take refuge in a virtual world they create for themselves.  However, this is 
a perverted attempt to fulfill our longing to be connected to the world that is in fact more real than 
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this one, a world not created by us, but created by God Himself.  The saints understood this.  They 
understood that to die in Christ and live with Him forever was to enter into real life.  We too have to 
believe this to the core and proclaim without hesitation the difficult but rewarding path to eternal 
life.  That path has a name, Jesus, and we walk it in fullness only in the Catholic Church.  We will 
see people return to the Church and her sacraments only when they become convicted of their 
necessity vis a vis their own personal eternal salvation.  I have already discovered a fair number of 
non-practicing Catholics in our area, as well as at least some people who are not even baptized.  This
is prime area to evangelize and that is very exciting!  Anyway, these are some of my observations 
and I look forward to your thoughts (where we have been, where we are and where you see us 
going) and feedback as well.  I also count on your prayers for wisdom and courage in leadership.  
We must always keep the primacy of the spiritual in mind. Human solutions will not save us, nor 
bring lasting growth, but only God and His solutions.

Catholic Stewardship Appeal:
 Upcoming 1st week in Feb.-- Father Miniatt would like someone to be in charge of 

announcing and promoting the appeal at Masses.

Future Mass Schedule:  
 Ideas for changes in the Mass Schedule were exchanged with Father Miniatt and the council. 

Further discussion will be held at the next council meeting Dec. 11.

Current Vision


Custard and Brownie Social


Chili Supper
 Would be held Nov. 16, 2019 at St. John’s Hall.

Donut Sunday
 Cheri and Maria would assume up the responsibility for donut Sunday. Charlene can help out

as necessary.

Pastoral Council
 No Report

Finance Council 
 No Report  

Building and Grounds
 Marissa was obtaining a proxy from the Diocese for final approval of the furnaces for St. James.
 Alice Newton had asked about hall cleaning volunteers.  Charlene said she would contact Mary 

Rhein to see if church cleaners would be interested in also cleaning the hall once a month.
 A sexton was needed for the St. John ‘s cemetery, maps need to be updated, gravestones need 

repaired, who is on the cemetery committee?

- 4 -     Printed 07/23/20



Sons of Zebedee       
Meeting Minutes 

 Lawn services payment has been untimely as well as gas pickup and payment.  To improve 

payments on time, Father Miniatt said there should be no delay because trustees are there every 
week to sign checks.  Three ideas were offered for gas-give Richard Pettit a gas gift card, set up 
an account at Coles in Brownsville, or bring a gas tank to the parish (Steve would check on the 
feasibility of a tank).

Human Concerns Report
 Holiday Giving Trees would be up soon.  Sign up for Salvation Army Bell Ringing for 

anyone interested was available on the Army’ site.  Poinsettias were to be given to the 
homebound

Stewardship and Evangelization - Synod Implementation
 No report

Christian Formation Report
 No report

Liturgy
 No report

New Business (See Building and Grounds Above)

Next Meeting Date 
 December 11, 2019

We Give Thanks

Respectfully Submitted,

Charlene Pettit
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